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CLAUDIA SEREA’s poems and translations have appeared in FIELD, New Letters, 
5 a.m., Meridian, Word Riot, Apple Valley Review, and many others. Serea is 
the author of four full-length collections, most recently To Part Is to Die a Little 
(Cervena Barva Press, 2015) and Nothing Important Happened Today (Broadstone 
Books, 2016). She is a founding editor of National Translation Month.

SAVE THE DATE! APRIL 1, 2016
$7 cover includes coffee/tea and dessert.
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“Readers are stepping into wry, lovely, and sometimes even tragic territory when they embark 
upon Claudia Serea’s new poetry collection. The idea of an ‘extraordinary ordinary’ pervades. 
Reading her beautifully crafted work, you may often feel like the images were being delivered 
directly to you, as a gift of light, from light. And you’d be right.”
            —Sharon Mesmer, author of Greetings from My Girlie Leisure Place

“Claudia Serea’s Nothing Important Happened Today might echo Auden’s famous assertion about 
how poetry survives in the valley of its own making, but in this case, quotidian life encompasses 
everything from mortality and immigration to the merest crumble of cinnamon bark. Serea 
masterfully takes us from a dictatorship in Romania to the green pastures and blind neon 
signs of Times Square, from Orion’s belt to a Buick dealership in East Rutherford, her poems 
illuminated by a characteristic grace and a paradoxical gentleness fi erce in its intensity of 
perception. ‘Danube, Danube,’ one of the poem strums, ‘this song is for you and me’; how lucky 
we are to be part of this sublime and fl owing music.”
            —Ravi Shankar, Pushcart Prize winning poet and Founding Editor of Drunken Boat

“A lovely freshness and a lyric frankness direct this collection as it acknowledges the 
imperatives of history, on the one hand, and the irrepressibility of the present moment, on the 
other—fi nding the light, the life, in both. As its title indicates, it offers an occasion to reconsider 
our priorities and to focus on the intricacies and intimacies that we often pass over. It’s a text 
built of the complexities of a life that has traveled from communist-era Bucharest to post-9/11 
New York; its humanity is irrepressible—and so generously shared.”
            —Cole Swensen, author of Noise That Stays Noise
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